
 The COVID-19 pandemic has certainly brought new attention to public health and the 
health of our community. As your local public health agency, our mission is to protect and 
promote the health of Lima, Delphos and all of Allen County.  Living in a world where the new 
coronavirus exists brings together a unique blend of those two critical public health roles – 
protecting and promoting our health. 

 It’s obvious that the pandemic has had a huge impact on all aspects of our individual health 
– social, emotional, economic, mental, and physical health – not to mention the overall health of 
our community. In March of 2020, when students were sent home for distance learning, there 
were many unintended side effects impacting the safety, nutrition, and psychosocial development 
of our children. Adults have had their work routines interrupted, jobs were lost, and our 
businesses were impacted. The fall saw schools reopen for on-site education, with strict pandemic 
protocols in place. While quarantines became part of the school process, schools have not been a 
major source of spread. Words like quarantine, isolation and social distancing have become part of 
everyday conversation.  Resiliency and recovery from the pandemic are critical aspects as we 
move forward. 

 The overwhelming stress of the pandemic exacerbated conditions and issues that already 
existed.  Nationwide, there have been increases in suicides, increases in the number of people 
using drugs, and more people reporting symptoms of depression and anxiety. This is certainly not 
the direction we had been heading prior to the pandemic. 

 Many of the health disparities we’ve identified in our community in the past have been 
magnified throughout the pandemic.  We know from our data that the pandemic is impacting 
different segments of our population differently. Our Allen County residents who are Black are 
being disproportionately affected by COVID-19.  In Allen County, Black residents make up 12-13% 
of our population, yet they represent 18% of Allen County residents who have been hospitalized 
due to COVID-19. Others at high risk include the homeless, the uninsured, and people with 
behavioral health issues.  (continued on back page of Annual Report) 

See inside for a timeline of 2020 COVID-19 Pandemic Events  Impacting Allen County 
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 Nothing about this pandemic has been ideal, as the nation, Ohio and Allen County have faced 
challenge after challenge. Debate between public health systems and national and state legislatures 
regarding each one’s role in responding to the pandemic began when we were confronted with the 
need for action. Protective measures such as wearing masks, social distancing, stay-at-home 
directives and reopening orders received pushback from many sectors for a variety of reasons.  Many 
public health leaders, including Ohio’s Director of Health Amy Action, resigned as they faced threats 
and harassment for pushing these measures as ways to limit the spread of disease. By the fall of 
2020, many Ohioans and Allen County residents were experiencing “pandemic fatigue”, and there 
was less regard for preventive measures. Cases of COVID-19 were primarily spreading through social 
contacts such as weddings, funerals, parties and get-togethers. We saw huge spikes in cases of 
COVID-19. The surge in cases stretched thin hospitals’ inpatient and intensive care staffing in Allen 
County and across the state and country, as well as the capacity of public health contact tracing 
efforts. 

2021—Hope of a return to normalcy 

 As 2020 came to a close, the first doses of COVID-19 vaccine rolled into local health 
departments and hospitals, bringing help – and hope- to end the pandemic sooner rather than later. 
The logistics of administering these new vaccines that require ultra-cold storage and/or special 
handling are incredible, especially as supply is limited and demand is high. In Ohio, vaccine is initially 
being allocated to healthcare workers and the elderly  - those at highest risk of severe complications 
or death - to help meet our goals of preventing deaths, reducing the spread of disease, and 
preserving our healthcare resources. 

 It has been a tough year. We’ve lost friends and loved ones.  We’ve faced scary times and new 
challenges at every phase of this pandemic. It is not over yet.  The good news is that we can look 
forward to the promise of 2021: to recommit our resolve to keep up our defensive protocols, to 
administer more vaccine as the supply increases, and to support each other through the days to 
come.  Throughout this response, we have been encouraged by our strong partnerships in place in 
our community.  The pandemic has reinforced how much we need the support of each other.  Our 
community has responded bravely and we are so thankful for the many volunteers assisting Allen 
County Public Health with our vaccination clinics through our Medical Reserve Corps. A coordinated, 
collaborative response is the only way a community can weather this COVID-19 storm.  As your local 
public health department, we look forward to continuing to serve our community through the 
remaining phases of the pandemic as we protect and promote your health. 

www.allencountypublichealth.org 
Facebook:   @AllenCountyPublicHealth 
Twitter:   @ACPublicHealth 
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 dŚĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ŽĨ��ůůĞŶ��ŽƵŶƚǇ� ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ�ĚĞƉĞŶĚƐ�ƵƉŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ĂŶĚ� ǀŝŐŝůĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�
ǁŽƌŬĨŽƌĐĞ͕� ǁŚŝĐŚ� ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ� ŶƵƌƐĞƐ͕� ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ĞĚƵĐĂƚŽƌƐ͕� ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů� ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚƐ͕� ŶƵƚƌŝƟŽŶŝƐƚƐ͕�
ďƌĞĂƐƞĞĞĚŝŶŐ�ĐŽƵŶƐĞůŽƌƐ͕�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶŶĞů�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ�Ăƚ��ůůĞŶ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�
WƵďůŝĐ�,ĞĂůƚŚ͘�dŚĞ�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ǁŽƌŬ�ĨŽƌĐĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŽǀĞƌƐĞĞŶ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ůůĞŶ��ŽƵŶƚǇ��ŽĂƌĚ�ŽĨ�,ĞĂůƚŚ͘ 

 �Ɛ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ŝŶ�KŚŝŽ�ůĂǁ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞǀĞŶ�ŵĞŵďĞƌ��ŽĂƌĚ�ŽĨ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�ŝƐ�ŽƵƌ�ƉŽůŝĐǇ-ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ďŽĚǇ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ�
ƚŽ� ĂĚŽƉƚ� ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶƐ� ĂŶĚ� ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚ� ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ� ƚŽ� ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞ� ƉƵďůŝĐ� ŚĞĂůƚŚ� ǁŝƚŚŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͘ � �ŽĂƌĚ� ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�
ĚƵƌŝŶŐ� ϮϬϮϬ� ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ͗� tŝůĨƌĞĚ� �ůůŝƐ͕� D�͕� WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͖� �ƌŝĐ� <ĞƌŶĞƌ͕� sŝĐĞ-WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͖� DĂƌǀĂ� �ŽǁĂŶ͕� ^ŚĞƌƌŝ�
tŝŶĞŐĂƌĚŶĞƌ͕�^ĐŽƩ�^ŚƵƩ͕�ZŽƐƐ�<ĂƵīŵĂŶ�ĂŶĚ�<ĞǀŝŶ��ĂƐĞǇ͕��K͘� 

 &ŝǀĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� �ŽĂƌĚ� ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ� ĂƌĞ� ĂƉƉŽŝŶƚĞĚ� ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ� ƚŚĞ� ŵĂǇŽƌƐ͕� ƚŽǁŶƐŚŝƉ� ƚƌƵƐƚĞĞƐ͕� ĂŶĚ� ĐŽƵŶƚǇ�
ĐŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĞƌƐ�ŽĨ��ůůĞŶ��ŽƵŶƚǇ͘ �KŶĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ŝƐ�ĂƉƉŽŝŶƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ�>ŝĐĞŶƐŝŶŐ��ŽƵŶĐŝů͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ŝƐ�
Ă�ƉŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶ�ĂƉƉŽŝŶƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ��ŽĂƌĚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͘�dŚĞ��ŽĂƌĚ�ŵĞĞƚƐ�Ăƚ�ϴ͗ϬϬ�Ă͘ŵ͘�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�&ƌŝĚĂǇ�ŽĨ�ĞĂĐŚ�
ŵŽŶƚŚ͘�DĞĞƟŶŐƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŽƉĞŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ŚĞůĚ�ǀŝƌƚƵĂůůǇ�ŝŶ�ĂĐĐŽƌĚĂŶĐĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐ�ƉƌŽƚŽĐŽůƐ͘ � 
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